From: Anne Cournoyer

To: Sam.galloway@somers.k12.ct.us; Todd Rolland; Karen Hocking; Peter Debrino; Dan Thayer; wicdt@arrl.net;
Justin Preuss; David Lenart
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Subject: EPAC minutes for August and Agenda for September
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Enjoy your day!
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Emergency Management Director
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TOWN OF SOMERS

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS ADVISORY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES	 



Thursday, 

August 1, 2024

8:00 AM

Fire Station





1. Call to Order – 8:03am



2. Members Present – Justin Preuss, Peter DeBrino, Karen Hocking, Todd Rolland, Dan Thayer, Anne Cournoyer, David Lenart



Also in attendance: Tim Keeney First Selectman, Matthew Cox and Kim Littig



3. Old Business

a. Sanitarian – Nothing to report

b. Human Services – there is a back to school event where clothing and supplies are provided through private donations to 40-50 families in Somers who need assistance.  Arianna is assisting with the coordination of National Night Out (NNO).  Currently there are 20 vendors that will be in attendance through the Human Services Department.  There will also be food vendors this year, all will be free to those in attendance.  The hope is to have more than three hundred people attend like last year.  Will be presenting before the BOS to propose hiring a consultant to conduct a mental health assessment of our community and their willingness to seek assistance.  HS is also working with the police department on referrals for those individuals that they encounter with substance abuse issues so that they can assist in recovery.  

c. Police – NNO will have a number of different K-9’s Drug, bomb and therapy dogs.  There will also be traffic seat belt machine, a police boat and possibly other police vehicles on site.  Raffle prizes from both Sonny’s and Board and Brush were donated to raffle off at NNO.  7/23 in collaboration with the Department of Consumer Protection, the police department conducted a liquor compliance audit of four business, one of which was not in compliance. The speed enforcement grant is still being utilized to manage excess speed in town.

Total calls for service – 856

Traffic accidents – 11

Investigative Reports -11

DUI’s - 3

Burglaries – 2

Larcenies – 2

Arrests - 7

d. Fire – 206 Calls for service.  Most notable call was from a carbon monoxide leak from a faulty hot water heater.  Eight people were transported to the hospital for treatment.  There was also another call this month for the very same thing due to a faulty hot water heater.  Emergency management team will work on some consistent messaging about Carmon Monoxide and its dangers. Also, staff are continuing to attend training and stay in compliance.  The fire department will be hosting the NIMS 300 and 400 training beginning August 11th.  

e. DPW – Summer operations – Roof project for the fire station to start this month. Chip sealing will begin next week of Springfield Road from Main Street to the MA border.  Camp AyAPo base camp has some furniture and we are waiting on Cox to run cable lines.  It will be an active hurricane season according to a recent briefing by  DEMHS. Had a radio meeting with TN and Dan Thayer, Communications Director about the future of radio communication.

f. Schools – School begins September 3rd.  HVAC project for the elementary school is ongoing.

g. CERT – Meeting in July discussed the recent drill at Camp AyAPo.  Training was well received and there were discussions on how to improve it.  2 members attended EMS training held at the fire department.  CERT will have a table at the NNO event and will also assist with traffic.  Annual Picnic will be held at Ann Levesque’s home on 8/28.  All are welcome.  Training at 9/28 meeting will be conducted by the Red Cross regarding shelters.  Other CERT teams will be invited to attend.  



4. New Business

 

a. General Discussion 

Tim Keeney – Discussed meeting with the town of Stafford’s leadership and fire departments regarding mutual aid services and reimbursement rates.  Trinity Healthcare only handles about 30% of the calls for service. While it is a complex issue, at this time Somers will now bill the patients directly to get paid for services.  Stafford has agreed to move Somers to the fourth on the call list, however it is not likely to move the needle very much if at all.  



Kim Littig – Shared that they have a new ID printer and that staff and volunteers can just send her a picture of themselves and the ID can be made.



Peter DeBrino – the DOT is still offering the TIMS class for anyone who is interested.  He is also celebrating his first day of retirement.



5. Approval of Minutes Motion to approve the minutes made by Todd Rolland and seconded by Dan Thayer, no objection motion passes.  



6. Adjournment – Motion to adjourn made by Dan Thayer, seconded by Todd Rolland, no objection motion passes.  9:05am.



Next meeting September 5, 2024 8:00am 
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